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a large Copper-pot to be filled with it, and to boyl one Half of it away,
and set the rest to cool a Day and a Night, which was accordingly done,
and, on pouring off the Water, I found about a large Handful of a dark
gray Salt at the Bottom, of a shai p unsavoury Taste, which made me
empty what remained of it into the Sea, but there was an high large
Island about two Leagues from our Ship, that had many Springs of
Water, which I tiied, and found to be good.

One Day I was discouising with a Portuguese Physician of the Quality
of the Water we first used, and he told me, that most of the Springs in
China had pernicious Qualities, because the subterraneous Grounds were
stored with Minerals, as Copper, Quick-silver, Allom, Toothenague, &c.
and the Springs running thro3 or near those Mines, the Water becomes
affected with their natural Qualities, which was one Reason why the
Chinese boyl'd all their Water befoie they drank it, and as the Boyling
causes the Spiiits of Watei to evapoiatc, they used Tea to infuse new
Spirits in the Place of the old, so that it was more out of Necessity than
Choice that the Chinese diank so much Tea, tho' they do not drink it
half so strong as geneially we do in Em ope.

It was near a Month after my Arrival before the Vice-roy's Order came
to settle my Affairs. They had represented to him, that our Ship was a
Wrack, and, by the Laws of the Country, she fell to the King; but the
Vice-roy distrusting the Report of the Chinese, sent a French Gentleman
to bring him true Accounts of our Condition, and what Merchandize we
had to dispose of When the French Man came on board, I entertained
him civilly, and gave him a Sight of the Musters of our Goods and their
Quality, and we had fished up some small Fir-trees, which we had con-
verted into Masts and Yards.

On the Punch Man's Return, and giving the Vice-roy an Account of
what he had seen, he seemed amazed at the false Information he had fiom
Maccao, and ordered the Plapoa or Custom-master to go and take an
Account of our Goods, and take the Emperor's customary Dues, and give
me a free Toleration to trade. Accordingly the Hapoa came, and brought
three Merchants along with him to buy our Goods. When they came
on board, they were surprised to see so large a Ship, with so many Guns,
having forty mounted, and such a Number of Men, I having above an
Hundred and fifty. I saluted the Hapoa with some Guns, and treated
him with a Dinner after the European Fashion, and gave him good Store
of Wine to wash it down; but he lik'd Canary best, and drank of it till he
was well flustred. Then he ordered the Length of the Ship to be measured
on the upper Deck, and the Breadth at the Main-mast, and departed.
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